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Regional 604B Watershed Planning Project 2010-2011

Designed to address local and regional
water management challenges and 
opportunities

Watershed framework 

Seven places in Hudson Valley region,
including five cities and three 
suburban/semi-rural communities

Beacon

Poughkeepsie-
Hyde Park

Newburgh
Pawling

Yonkers

Warwick

Kingston



Project Goals

ÅBuild local capacity for implementing green infrastructure or 
άDLέ
ïplanning is primary focus
ïconstruction & maintenance are key drivers for jobs and 

small business development
ÅDevelop 10 conceptual GI plans in each community
ïProject selection criteria being developed will include 

many factors: community input, cost/benefit 
considerations, water resources and educational goals, 
and others



Local Stakeholders Are Invited to Participate

ÅMunicipal Officials
ÅHomeowners and Neighborhood Organizations
ÅScouting Groups
ÅLandscape Architects, Engineers, Architects
ÅBuilders and Landscaping Contractors
ÅEnvironmental/Conservation Committees
ÅStudents and Teachers
ÅOther Interested Citizens



Project Partners

ÅHudson Valley Regional Council

ÅHudson River Sloop Clearwater

ÅHudson River Watershed Alliance

ÅOrange County Soil and Water Conservation District

ÅMunicipal Partners

ÅNYSDEC including Hudson River Estuary Program

ςfunding and technical support



Funding and Timeline

FUNDING
ïAmerican Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding passed 

through the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) to the Hudson Valley Regional Council 

ïClean Water Act Section 604B ςrequires 1% of Federal funds for 
State Revolving Loan Fund (SRF) to be used for watershed planning

ïRegional councils and commissions in NY -- only entities eligible to 
apply for this funding from DEC

TIMELINE
ï 2 years  -- projected completion November 2011

(February 2012 deadline)



This Presentation

1 Water Management Challenges

2 Green Infrastructure Strategies

3 Project Goals and Process



The Challenges 

Regional Water Resources Challenges

ïAging infrastructure for wastewater collection 
and treatment

ïStormwatermanagement for water quality

ïFlooding



The Challenges 

Special Regulatory Drivers ςlocal government

& Federal/State priorities:

ïCombined sewer systems ςά/ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ {ŜǿŜǊ 
hǾŜǊŦƭƻǿǎέ ƻǊ /{hǎ

ïWastewater overflows in separated systems --
Sanitary Sewer Overflows or SSOs

ïPhosphorus limits in East of Hudson/Croton and 
Greenwood Lake watersheds ςά¢a5[ǎέ



The Opportunity

Managing stormwater with green infrastructure 

can reduce costs and 

provide other 

local benefits.



Project Goals and Process

Å Create Local Committees

Å Conduct Inventory and Analysis
ïInventory potential sites
ïEvaluate opportunities/constraints
ïAssess costs and benefits

Å Concept Development and Reporting
ïSelect 10 most promising sites
ïDevelop 10 conceptual green infrastructure plans in each place



StormwaterManagement Challenges



What is Stormwater ?

άStormwaterέΥ 

Rain and snow that become runoff



Impacts of Stormwater

ÅPollution carried over land in runoff to waterways

ÅWastewater overflows

ÅFlooding

ÅErosion and sedimentation



Why is there Excess Runoff?

Development Impacts

including impervious 

surfaces

Reduced Infiltration


